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an outstanding African-American
abolitionist, lecturer, novelist, playwright,

and historian. Born a slave in Kentucky,

a Southern State in America,

Brown escaped to
the North in 1834, where

he defended abolitionist
causes and became

a prolific writer. Brown
was a pioneer in several
different literary genres,
including travel writing,
fiction, and drama.
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whip (fouet) made of cow

skin and covered with
coagulated blood
following George
Thompson (1804-1878),

a British antislavery orator
and activist

. Ohio was a free state
. Canada was then a British

colony

. 2 monument

in Massachusetts

o commemorate a major
victory during the War

of Independence against
Britain

. Slavery was only abolished

in1865

archaic form meaning ‘you”
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“Iam a slave, writing this narrative”

he fact that I was a freeman—could walk, talk, eat and sleep,
as aman, and no one to stand over me with the blood-clotted
cow-hide'—all this made me feel that I was not myself.

The kind friend that had taken me in was named Wells Brown.

s He was a devoted friend of the slave; but was very old, and not in

the enjoyment of good health. Afterbeing by the fire awhile, I found

that my feet had been very much frozen. I was seized with a fever,

which threatened to confine me to my bed. But my Thompsonian?

friends soon raised me, treating me as kindly as if T had been one

0 oftheir own children. I remained with them twelve or fifteen days,

during which time they made me some clothing, and the old gen-
tleman purchased me a pair of boots.

1 found that I'was about fifty or sixty miles from Dayton, in the
State of Ohio3 and between one and two hundred miles from
Cleveland, on Lake Erie, a place I was desirous of reaching on my way to
Canada. This I know will sound strangely to the ears of people in foreign
lands, but it is nevertheless true. An American citizen was fleeing from a
democratic, republican, Christian government, to receive protection under
the monarchy of Great Britain® While the people of the United States boast
of their freedom, they at the same time keep three millions of their own citi-
zens in chains; and while I am seated here in sight of Bunker Hill Monument?,
writing this narrative, I am a slave®, and no law, not even in Massachusetts,
can protect me from the hands of the slaveholder!

Before leaving this good Quaker friend, he inquired
what my name was besides William. I told him thatIhad
no other name. “Well,” said he, “thee’” must have an-
other name. Since thee has got out of slavery, thee
has become a man, and men always have two
names.”

Ttold him that he was the first man to extend
the hand of friendship to me, and I would
give him the privilege of naming me.

“If Iname thee” said he, “I shall call
thee Wells Brown, after myself.”

“But,” said I, “I am not willing
tolose myname of William. Asit
was taken from me once against
my will, I am not willing to part
with it again upon any terms.”

“Then,” said he, “Iwill call thee
William Wells Brown”

“So be it,” said I; and I have
been known by that name ever
sinceIleft the house of my first
white friend, Wells Brown.
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Soon after coming North I subscribed for the Liberator, edited by that cham-
pion of freedom, William Lloyd Garrison.  had heard nothing of the anti-slavery
50_  movement while in slavery, and as soon as I found that my enslaved countrymen
had friends who were laboring for their liberation, I felt anxious to join them,
and give what aid I could to the cause. [...]

Inthe autumn, 1843, impressed with the importance of spreading anti-slavery

truth, as ameans to bring about the abolition of slavery, I commenced lecturing

5. asanagent of the western New York Anti-Slavery Society, and have ever since
devoted my time to the cause of my enslaved countrymen.

William Wells Brown, Narrative of William Wells Brown,
A Fugitive Slave, Written by Himself (1847)

Fugitive slaves

Before the Civil War (1861-1865), slavery was
mostly confined to the Southern states of
America, called slave states, while Northern
states were free states, having already
prohibited slavery.

To escape their hard living conditions, some slaves
ran away from the South to the North of

the country or even to Canada (where slavery
had been abolished in 1834). They joined

the Underground Railroad, an informal network
of secret routes and safe houses organised

by free-born blacks, white abolitionists, former
slaves, Quakers* who helped them escape.

* Quakers were part of a Christian
movement. They were against slavery
and helped many Black fugitives





